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SUBJECT: RABIN DISMISSES THE THREE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY MINISTERS 

1 . IN A MOVE WHICH SURPRISED POLITICAL OBSERVERS AND WHICH 
REFLECTED A DECISION IN WHICH HE HAD CONSULTED ONLY A FEW 
OF HIS CLOSEST ADVISORS - PRIMARILY JUSTICE MINISTER ZADOK - 

PRIME MINISTER RABIN ANNOUNCED SUNDAY THAT HE WAS DISMISSING FROM 
THE CABINET THE THREE NRP MINISTERS. TWO OF THE THREE - HAMMER 
AND RAPHAEL - HAD ABSTAINED ON THE MOTION FOR NO CONFIDENCE 
DECEMBER 14, WHILE THE THIRD - BURG - HAD VOTED WITH THE GOV- 
ERNMENT AFTER HAVING OBTAINED NRP PERMISSION TO DO SO. RABIN 
NOTED BURG'S VOTE IN HIS ANNOUNCEMENT AND SAID HE WAS BASING 
HIS ACTION ON FACTIONAL RATHER THAN PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

2. WITHOUT THE NRP, THE GOVERNMENT COALITION CONTROLS 57 SEATS 
OF 120 IN THE KNESSET. RABIN HAS TWO COURSES OF ACTION BEFORE 
HIM: HE CAN CONTINUE TO GOVERN AS A MINORITY GOVERNMENT - 
ALWAYS WITH THE RISK THAT HE MAY BE DEFEATED ON A FUTURE VOTE 
OF NO CONFIDENCE OF OTHER KNESSET PARTIES UNITE IN OPPOSITION; 

HE CAN RESIGN AND THEN CONTINUE AS AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT UNTIL 
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NEW ELECTIONS. THE THREE MINISTRIES CAN BE ASSIGNED TO 
PRESENT MINISTERS AS ADDITIONAL PORTFOLIOS TEMPORARILY OR RABIN 
CAN APPOINT NEW MINISTERS TO HEAD THEM. 

3. OUR INITIAL JUDGEMENT IS THAT EARLY ELECTIONS ARE IN- 
CREASINGLY LIKELY AND THAT, IN FACT, RABIN HAS TAKEN THIS 
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OPPORTUNITY TO FORCE EARLY ELECTIONS IN ORDER TO FORESTALL 
ANTICIPATED GAINS BY THE NEW PARTIES OF YADIN AND SHARON DURING 
A LENGTHY PRE-ELECTORAL PERIOD. 
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